** On allot July dayfol®4<ayottng Swedish 
diplomat arrived in Nazi-occupied Budapest on a mi*-, 
sion that some now claim makes him the greatest hero 
of WorkfWar EL His name was Raoul Wallenberg, and.' 
he didn’t took like a hero, . ; . . . •. , 

Bui tie shy, soft-spoken, balding 32-year-old scion 
of an illustrious Swedish family has become known as 
the “lost hero of the Holocaust" for saving as many as 
100,000 Hungarian Jews from the Nazis’ extermination 
efforts. ‘ >. ' ’ , : - 

Hiring his diplomatic status, Wallenberg personally 
* saved Jews on trains en route to the gas chambers and 
. on tong “death marches” to the Austrian border by 

- issuing thousands of Swedish “protective passports.” 
He purchased or rented safe houses, which flew the 

c Swedish flag and sheltered Jews. , 

- Perhaps the crudest irony of Wallenberg's fate is 
that be Is believed to have spent the last 38 years in a . 

- Soviet prison camp. He was arrested by Russian troops 
at the dose of the war and has not been heard from 

, since. 

, * • Although today the Soviet Union maintains that he 

• died in a Moscow prison in 1947, reports oyer the last 

• • three decades from former Soviet prisoners say 

‘ ’ Wallenberg is still alive. * 

•w . 

, ;•* The mystery has spawned Free Wallenberg Com- 
mittees throughout the United States. Leading the Bay 
Area campaign is the newly elected congressman from 
'''San Mateo, Tom Lantos, and his wife, Annette, who 
, ;bj>th credit Wallenberg with saving their lives. 

- V Lantos was 18 when he escaped from a Hungarian 

• Tabor camp and found refuge in a Wallenberg safe 
. : Abuse for 3/12 months until Russian troops captured. 

^Budapest ' . ■ 

*<- - ‘ ' ■ 

V Annette, who was 13, escaped with her mother 
curing Portuguese passports, .for which they believe 

• Wallenberg was indirectly responsible. 

Lantos ' will soon introduce a bill to make 
Wallenberg an honorary' U.S. citizen, hoping the 
legislation will increase world pressure demanding to 
know Wallenberg’s fate. < 

Mrs. Lantos, chairwoman of the U.S. Free Wallen- 
berg Committee, said yesterday that a $100,000 reward 
for accurate information of Wallenberg’s whereabouts 
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t ^ thiflfon ransom for his release will be 

, offered by the' organization next week. / 

w *aenberg's story read like afire* 

InMzrchof 1944, German troops were sent to 
dccupy Hungary and Adolf Eichmann was assigned to 
i work out the “final solution” for the country** 800,000 
j Jews, the largest remaining Jewish - population in ‘ 

, Europe. ; .. * 7 - 

. - ft was a time lof horror. Eichmann deported 12jOOO 
Jews dally in sealed cattle care to Nazi gas chambers. 

, When the train routes were bombed, he ordered death " 

. marches to the Austrian border, 120 miles from 
Budapest In Budapest, thousands were dragged from 
•their homes and shot. Including Annette Lantos* father, ■ ; 

i . . - 

j - .-“I wasn't there,. but witnesses told me the story,” 
j Mrs. Lantos said. “My father was in a shelter and saw 
! retreating German soldiers drag my grandmother out 
He offered tham a ransom, and they took him too and 
shot him by the Danube.” . .. . . i ; 

* • By the summer of iwi the US. War Refugee 

Board called upon neutral Sweden to send a represent 
ative to Budapest on a mission to save as many Jews as 
possible. ; ■ 

Wallenberg, a businessman importing and export- 
ing foodstuffs between Sweden and Hungary, was 
.selected. Although he had no previous diplomatic 
training, he spoke accent-free German and was a world 

• traveler. He hid an honors degree in architecture from 
the University of Michigan, and in the 1930s he worked I 
for the family banking business in Haifa, Palestine, ; 

. .. where he first met Jews fleeing Nazi persecution. . , 

“He was a frustrated businessman who regretted 
never having practiced architecture,” said Guy von 
Dardel, Wallenberg's half brother, who is a visiting \ 
physics. prof essor at the Stanford Linear Accelerator • 
Center. He recalls his older brother as “kind and ; 

' caring. He .was a good organizer and often took the 
initiative.” . .. ■. .-r 

- rrr — 7- ’»■*’'/ ; % 

Shortly after arriving in Budapest, Wallenb^sg^-i 
. started the wholesale distribution of Swedish passports* 

* “They were legally meaningless. It was hke me namtS ' * J 
..you the queen of England/' said Lantos. “But in $&-’• g 
. turmoil of the war, it worked.” ' 

With money from the US. War Refugee Board,he 
bought or rented 32 safe houses and stocked them with 7 3: 
food and, medicine ' • i 
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l . Lantos wu kept in k six-Story apartment house* -; 
crowded in like cattle with, 400 dthers._mostly elderly, 
;men and women. He remember* that WaUenb&^K 
outfitted young Jews in Nazi storm trooper unifogas,. 
/and posted them outside the house • a* : pgrtection^ 
against marauding gangs of Hungarian .Nazis.- 

The greatest risk Wallenberg faced was when Ire ■ 
would personally go on rescue missions to work camgg 
and train stations issuing protective passports. ‘ . 

One of Wallenberg’s drivers, who now works' as a 

^ «»TT>4y t in i na Altos HillsT recallsthat the danger Svas | 
Uke Russian roulette.” He agreed to tell his story if he : 
, was not identified. 

■ • 1 » • 

would go to'a camp, Wallenberg and I, and he 
wouhCalways overwhelm the German SS with double 
' saicLTVallenberg would threaten to call their 

- supefisfo if they didn’t cooperate. He. bribed the high* 

* rank^* German officials or would promise them 

immunity after the war. ‘ . ./ 

-■3Woui usually carried a book listing names of : 
passport holders. Sometimes it was all blank pages, and. . 

- wh f»&t got to a cainp he would make up 20 Jewish 5 
namgfcSnd begin calling them -out I would scribble in 
the mu^es on the passports and they would go free." j 

'tXs^the Russian army entered Budapest Wallen- i 
. berg3te>ve to Soviet headquarters at Debrecen to ask 
for fpqd and supplies. Presumably, the. Russians found 
implausible his story — that he was a Swedish diplomat 
on a mission to save Jewish lives, carrying thousands of 
U.S.' dollars — and he was arrested as a U.S. spy. , 
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r<mly^woird of his existence came from the 
SHin r 1967, when it was announced'that “the ' 
r Walenberg (sksTihad (Bed in his cell of- a heart! 
h years i 


# jpternationai amfemice cut .’V^iillenb^g^ - 
ickholm-lakt month, ‘-he was -reported by 
sources tibe'aiive as' recently as last year 
the the Soviet Union’s Spets Korpus Prison 

l&til recently, the Swedish government has been ' 
critiafccd for miring only half-hearted attempt* to . 
leanfaf Wallenberg’s fate. - • . ' / : 

F§rs. Lantos ^convinced that there was a “Swedish 
conspiracy of silence" after the war. TShe said that 
Sweden, a Socialist country, sought good relations with 
the Soviet Union and was reluctant to press the case of 
a family member of a wealthy capitalist dynasty. 

$ think he is alive now " said von DardeL The 
Swedish government was ill-advised after the war. 
Ther'made Urge concessions to the Soviets, such as 
extHditing 50 Baltic citizens, without a skin g anything 
in ^change. It has been a black spot on the Swedish 
cojftgf arms." : ‘ J .. J. . 

; t3jhe strategy now fa to keep the W allen berg .case 
alW«r until there is an opportunity to extract conces- 
sk>n»;from Moscow. He has been nominated twice for j 
the$obei Peace Prize, once in 184 0 by Albert Einstein 
and^gain this year. 

• §ays Lantos, T don’t want to mimimize the trauma 
of tiie 52 A merican hostages. But it fas possible the 
Soviets have kept, him in anticipation of some 
meaningful exchange and that Wallenberg is the 
ultiifiate hostage." 
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von Dardel * 
said his ' 

.haif brothS^v 
was 'kindg:-;^ 
and caring^':* | 
and a gobcK A 
organizer Cx,. * j 
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